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by Kaimi Rose Lum
 The headline in my inbox made 

an article about a case before the 

More scary news, and from a 

journal. I knew it was important 

responsible and informed citizen for 

But at my elbow 
was Rowboat 
Watkins’ new 
picture book. So 
I opened “Most 
Marshmallows” 
instead.
 It took me a 
few moments to 

in the New York Times or on the 

our country. But here my eyes and 

opposite direction—to happiness. 

all must be well with the world, if an 

is at work in it.
 The book, recently added to 
our children’s collection, is about 
the daily life, and dreams, of 
marshmallows. Marshmallows? 
Yes ,  marshmal lows.  Mini-
m a r s h m a l l o w s ,  d e l i c a t e l y 
anthropomorphized with pencil-
drawn faces and hair, ride in baby 

It sounds silly, it is silly—but the 

silliness.
 Watkins constructs the scenes 

paper, paint, fabric, acorn tops, 

was necessary,” he notes in the 

marshmallows’ world is realized. 
Like the best children’s books, 
each picture can be relished for its 

tiny backpacks, some of them left 

out. And when the marshmallows 

squishy,” of course the charts on 
the classroom wall would be 

“Most Marshmallows.”
 It’s the rare book that offers you 

the 2019 Caldecott Medal winner 
by Sophie Blackall, had the same 
effect on me, stories within the 

in cross section 

seasons with the 
keeper and his 

There are older 
books that do the 
trick, too, like 

“Miss Jaster’s Garden” by N.M. 
Bodecker. It’s the story of a 

an unexpected way, and it’s set in 
the leafy, sweetly water-colored 

the sea. Bodecker’s panoramas of 

in it.

created for children. Children are 
the arbiters here. You know that a 
picture book has missed the mark 
when your child forbids you from 

know it’s a success when they ask 

because they’re so absorbed in what 

up story time.) 
 But I suppose you know there’s 

to reconsider your disappointment 
in the human race. In the cynical, 

somewhere there’s a children’s book 

a story where mini-marshmallows 

the skies. 

check out a  children’s picture book 
in the meantime. 
 Kaimi Rose Lum is assistant 
director at Snow Library in Orleans.

by Caroline Imparato

members of the Chatham Historical 

an oral history of the town. This 

come would be able to 
learn about life “back 
then.”
 Currently, in the 
Chatham Historical 
Society Collection, 

lobstermen, oyster 
farmers, shipwrecked 
brides, local church 

a r t i s t s ,  l o c a l 
p o l i t i c i a n s ,  s e a 
captains, and plenty of other Chatham 

only the fun, local Chatham, but also 
Chatham economics, architecture, 
coastal erosion, politics, state 

the education system, and more. All 
of this is recorded by people who 

bride. She tells of how she married a 
sea captain in 1890. After they were 

their ship ran into trouble. Let us say 

mutiny, a Spanish bark, and a cat. The 
bride herself tells the story!
 Not only is it fun to hear from these 
“old-timers,” as they are sometimes 
referred to, it is also enjoyable to 

hear from past Chatham Historical 

people like Sally Erath, Josephine 

Ned Meaney, to name a few. 
 The Atwood Museum is now in the 

website. That way, 

research,  family 
history, or if you’re 
just curious about 
what life was like 
back then, you can 

wonderful pieces of 
oral tradition and 
history. 
 The breakdown of 

 Step 1 - Collect all 

 Step 2 - Make sure all tapes and 

that there is a “script” of oral histories 

transcriptions online.
 Step 6 - Make accessible to the 
public.

these supporters. 
 So keep your eye out for more 
information about the Atwood 

hear it! 
Caroline Imparato is administrator 

at the Atwood Museum, home of the 
Chatham Historical Society.
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