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Clues In The Clock: The Secret 
History Of A Timepiece

Chatham’s Civil War Monument
by Patrick Browne

Sears Park is a small, attractively 
landscaped triangle in the center of 
scenic Chatham. In March 1867, the 
town voted unanimously to erect a 
soldiers’ monument in front of the 
high school (a bit west on Main Street 
where the Chatham Community 
Center now stands). Why the site 
was changed is unclear. The simple 
marble obelisk was instead built at 
the junction of Main and Seaview 
Streets near the Universalist Church 
(now Episcopal) and 
adjacent to the town 
water pump (now 
gone). It was dedi-
cated, according to 
the inscription, “in 
memory of those that 
fell in the Rebellion of 
1861 to 1865.”

In form it is en-
tirely consistent with 
the early Civil War 
monuments across 
the Commonwealth 
which mimicked grave markers. In-
deed, the design and construction were 
completed by gravestone carver James 
H. Jenks of West Dennis. Other Cape 

and Provincetown also erected early 
monuments nearly identical in form. 
The “standing soldier” form would not 
become commonplace for another 10 
years or so.

Similarly, the dedication ceremony 
which took place on July 11, 1867 
was funereal in its agenda and tone. 
It consisted of numerous prayers by 
local ministers with a brief address 
by a Rev. Mr. Harrington. This form 
of dedication with an emphasis on 
mourning and worship seems to have 
been typical in the years just after the 
war (the ceremony in Ludlow which 
took place a month after Chatham’s 
is another good example). In years to 
come, dedication ceremonies in Mas-
sachusetts would become far more 
elaborate and celebratory with bands, 
massive processions, more speeches 
from politicians and less prayer.

Chatham sent 264 men to serve in 
the Army and six who served in the 
Navy for a total of 270. An additional 
22 men from out of town were recruit-
ed and credited to Chatham. Thirteen 
Chatham men did not survive the war. 
Their names, dates and locations of 
death are recorded on the monument.

-
cruiting from Chatham was slow with 
only a few serving. This changed in 
July 1862 when the town voted to grant 
a $200 bounty to each volunteer and 
$4 per month to their families while 
they were away. This was common 

throughout Massachusetts; however 

bounties earlier in the war. With that 
vote, as well as Lincoln’s call for 
300,000 more volunteers in August 
1862, enlistments from Chatham 

to volunteer consisted of 23 men who 
signed up in August 1862 with the 43rd 
Massachusetts Infantry. This unit was 
stationed in New Bern, North Carolina 
and saw only minor combat.

The largest group from Chatham, 
29 men who signed 
up in December 1863, 
served with the 58th 
Massachusetts In-

number of these men 
had served with the 
43rd Massachusetts 
(which was a nine 
months unit) and 
reenlisted. The 58th 
Massachusetts served 
in the Overland Cam-
paign in Virginia dur-

ing spring 1864 and saw very heavy 
combat. In fact, all but one of Cha-
tham’s 13 war dead served with the 
58th Massachusetts and died during 
the Overland Campaign. Put another 
way, of the 29 who joined the 58th 
Massachusetts, 12 did not survive. 
This represents a high casualty rate for 
that unit in a short span of time – a bit 
over a month from May to mid-June. 
It must have been shocking to lose a 
dozen members of the community so 
suddenly.

Patrick Browne studies civil war 
monuments all around the state. For 
more information on this and other 
Bay State Civil War monuments (in-
cluding source notes for the above) 
readers may visit the website of the 
“Massachusetts Civil War Monuments 
Project” at macivilwarmonuments.
com.
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by Kaimi Rose Lum
The grandfather clock in our lobby 

is chiming again. It stopped ticking 
before COVID hit and stayed silent 
through the 14 months that the library 
was closed to the public, but last 
Thursday the repairman came and 
set it right. He returned the next day 
to make sure it was still set right, be-
cause, he said with a look like a stern 
librarian’s, the clock is prone to “mis-
behaving.”

The repairman
said that our grand-
father clock has a 
story to tell. Some 
of it is written on the 
95-year-old piece 
of paper taped in-
side the case, a yel-
lowed and slightly 
torn “Declaration 
in Connection With 
Artistic Antiquities,” stamped by the 
U.S. Consulate in Dundee, Scotland 

by one Archie Spence, of Kirkwall, a 
town in Scotland’s Orkney Islands. It 
took me a while to decipher his spidery 
fountain-pen script, but what Archie 
reports is that the clock was built in 
Kirkwall in the early 1800s by “P. 
Bews” and that it had been in his fam-
ily for the previous 100 years. Archie 
declares that he is “forwarding” the 
clock to his sister, a Mrs. Harvey in 
North Grafton, Mass., because “it was 
willed to her by my father and she is 
anxious to have some memento of the 
old home.”

The repairman, a horological hob-
byist, told me that the clock was “the 
Rolex of its day” and that whoever 
owned it would also have been able 

footman.” That — plus the Orkney Is-
lands twist — made me curious about 
Archie and his family. The wonderful 
thing about working in a library is that 
curiosity of any sort can be salved by 
the research materials in its collection. 
I started with U.S. Census records 
provided by Heritage Quest online, 
one of Snow Library’s genealogi-
cal databases, and from there I was 
launched into the idiosyncratic world 
of online Orkney archivists.

What I found out is this:
Archie Spence was a ship’s chandler 

on Bridge Street in Kirkwall in the 
early 1900s. His father, Nicol Spence, 
founded the chandlery around 1869. 
“Nicol Spence & Son” was quite the 
hub in its day, and it stayed in the 
Spence family through the 1950s. 
Some Orkney old-timers recollect its 
“distinct smell of sailing ships, hemp 
and tarred ropes.”

“Many a Saturday was spent in this 
shop buying a bamboo cane, a hank, 

head for bait, then down the pier to 
catch sillocks,” recalled Lewis Munro 
in a 2007 post to the Orkney Photo 
Library. Others alleged the chandlery 
was haunted – footsteps on the back 
stairs, keys rattling and furniture 
moved overnight. Did our grandfather 

clock oversee any 
of this? I wonder.
    Nicol Spen-
ce and his wife 
Margaret had four 
other children and 
lived in a house 
grand enough to 
be given a name, 
“New Pitten,” on 
Dundas Crescent. 
There they raised 
their family, and 

perhaps there the clock resided. Their 
eldest child, born in 1872, was named 
Margaret after her mother. She was 
10 years older than Archie, and at the 
age of 22 she married David Harvey, 
a Scot from Loch Winnoch. In 1894 
Margaret and David immigrated to the 
U.S., where David took up work as 
supervisor of a thread mill in Grafton, 
Mass. In 1898 they had a daughter, 
Florence.

When Nicol died in 1926, he left 
the grandfather clock to Margaret, the 
“Mrs. Harvey” Archie referred to on 
his 1927 declaration form. Margaret 
and David died 25 years later, and the 
precious “memento of the old home” 
was handed down to Florence. The 
granddaughter of a ship’s chandler 
had grown up to be a schoolteacher, 
married, and moved to Cape Cod, 
where her husband owned and ran 
the Smith Bros. hardware store in 
Orleans. Florence became a trustee of 
Snow Library. She and her husband 
had no children, and when she died 
the clock was given in her memory 
to the library.

And that is how a tall mahogany 
case clock built 220 years ago in the 
Orkney Islands came to grace our main 
lobby — sometimes to be opened up 
and gawked at by wonderstruck young 
children. “Now it’s working again, so 
that’s another part of its story,” the 
repairman said to me last week, with 
a wink. We haven’t told him yet that 
it’s been ticking a few minutes too 
fast. After all that it’s been through, 
the twists and turns of two centuries, 
I suppose we can’t blame it for “mis-
behaving.”

Kaimi Rose Lum is assistant director 
of Snow Library.
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