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A HOME IS A GIFTA HOME IS A GIFT
PEN & INK HOMESPEN & INK HOMES                               

by Kaimi Rose Lum
 Children, we miss you. We miss the 
pitter-patter of your feet across the 
carpet, we miss the conversations that 
you make up between the crocodile 
and the hedgehog when you’re playing 
in the puppet theater, we miss your 
smiling faces. 
 And we really miss reading to you. 
Our youth services librarian, Miss 

new fun ways to connect with you, and 
one of them is using her smartphone to 
make videos in the children’s room that 
show her reading aloud from a book 
in our collection. 
She has already 

three chapters of 
a wonderful story 
about a boy who 
sets sail for a place 
called Wild Island 
to rescue a baby 
dragon. The book 
is called “My Fa-
ther’s Dragon” and 
it was written by Ruth Stiles Gannett. 
If you would like to see and hear Miss 
Ann reading this exciting adventure 
tale, go to snowlibrary.org and click 
on “Programming for Children.” The 
links to Chapters 1 to 3 are at the top 
of that page. Chapter 4 is coming soon.
 Have you ever made up your own 
adventure tale? This year’s Summer 
Reading program, which begins on 
June 30, is a celebration of fairy tales, 
myths and folklore, and it invites all 
young people to “Imagine Your Story” 
as you read. You may register for sum-
mer reading by visiting snowlibrary.
org and clicking on “Summer Reading 
2020 and Program Sign-Up’s” at the 
bottom of the main menu. You’ll be 
able to log the hours that you read using 
the online form, or you may pick up a 
paper log at the front entrance to the 
library. Be sure to tell Miss Ann how 
many hours you have read by Aug. 13, 
and remember that all kinds of reading 
time count, whether you’re reading 
by yourself, with a sister or brother 
or parent, or even with your pet.

of eight great prizes. The more you 
read, the more tickets you get. This 

year, local businesses have donated 
gift cards for the prizes. 
 If you participate in either of two 
Story Walks that will take place in 
the park and gardens in front of the 
library, you can write that down in 

through the pages of “Duck on a Bike” 
by David Shannon, is from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Thursday, July 2. The second 
walk, through the picture book “Dear 
Mr. Blueberry” by Simon James, is on 
Thursday, July 23, also from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Drop by any time during those 
hours to do the walk. It’s an activity for 

the whole family.
   Because the li-
brary building is 
closed to the public, 
fun programs that 
you might have 
attended in the 
Craine Room in 
the past, like Jungle 
Jim’s balloon es-
capades, will not 
be able to happen 

in person. But we have scheduled a 
few events that you’ll be able to view 
online, including a super-silly bal-
loon magic show that Jungle Jim has 
recorded especially for Snow Library. 
It will be available at snowlibrary.org 
on Thursday, July 9, all day. 
 There will also be two craft ac-
tivities that Miss Ann will be able to 
guide you through on Zoom. Make 
your own dragon’s egg at 10:30 a.m. 
on Thursday, July 16, and make a 
“Worry Monster Box” at 10:30 a.m. 
on Thursday, Aug. 6. Supply kits for 
both activities will be available to pick 
up at the library’s front entrance, and 
you can register for either activity by 
going to our website and clicking on 
“Summer Reading 2020 and Program 
Sign-Up’s.”
 For more information on children’s 
activities and programs, visit our web-
site, check our Facebook page, or just 
call the library at 508-240-3760 and 
ask for Ann. You may also download 
a copy of the library’s summer news-
letter by going to snowlibrary.org and 
clicking on the latest “Snow Globe.” 
 Kaimi Rose Lum is assistant director 
at Snow Library.

Baby Dragons, Balloon Magic 
by Kevin Wright
 My wife Nancy and I have been 
watching “World on Fire,” the 
PBS drama series documenting the 
atrocities of World War II, one of 
our consistent distractions during 
the COVID-19 quarantine. While 
watching the world at war through 
the eyes of Masterpiece Theater, I 

World War II exhibit at the Atwood 
Museum.
 We are excited to highlight the 
75th anniversary of the end of the 
war, and showcase local heroes in 
addition to remembering the major 
battles and warriors 
that helped shape 
our country and 
the world. I am 
hardly an expert 
on the subject of 
one of the greatest 
wars in history; 
in fact I wasn’t 
even a twinkle in 
my parents’ eyes 
when  Amer ica 
entered the war...
that wouldn’t hap-
pen for another 19 
years. When my father joined the 
Navy to do his part for the country, 
he was the tender age of 17. I regret 
having few conversations with dad 
about the War, mostly recalling his 
stories of the “Hot Dog,” nickname 
for the “Frankfort” destroyer he was 
stationed on. I did have the honor 
of talking over World War II with 
longtime volunteer and member 
of the Atwood Museum, Dwight 
Myer, a 95-year-old veteran of the 
war. Dwight joined me one Saturday 
afternoon to give me a hand with 
the exhibit, which served a couple 
of purposes, one giving Dwight an 
opportunity to get out of the house 
and relieve some pent up boredom, 
the other, giving me an opportunity 

tell you that he wasn’t a hero, but 
then again, there is no denying that 
Dwight played an important role in 
American history. 
 It was amazing how much I 
didn’t know about WWII. That’s 
one of the best parts of working for 
a museum;  relearning history after 
years of taking it for granted.  My 
“Aha!” moment came one afternoon 
while working alone on the exhibit, 
blasting music from our director’s 
Alexa speaker. I was listening to 
music from Supertramp, a ‘70s rock 
band that brought back memories 
of my childhood. The song playing 
that particular moment was “Fool’s 
Overture,” one of my all-time favs. 

At one point during the song there 
was an audio clip of one of Winston 
Churchill’s greatest (and famous) 
war speeches. I remembered it well 
when recently watching “The Dark-
est Hour” on the big screen at the 
Orpheum Theater, but as a child I 
was pretty much clueless. I wasn’t 
aware of the speech, didn’t know 
much (if anything) about Churchill, 

at that moment it all made sense  to 
me, and it brought a smile to my 
face knowing the Atwood Museum 
was creating this important exhibit.  
 The exhibit plans on taking the 

visitors on an au-
dio journey around 
certain events that 
shaped the war, 
with stunning vi-
suals to capture 
the imagination. 
The audio exhibit 
begins with FDR’s 
“Fireside Chat,” 
surrounded by lo-
cal war memora-
bilia and our mag-

FDR painted by 
Chatham artist Alice Stallknecht. 
It continues with clips from Pearl 
Harbor, the Battle of Midway, the 
Invasion of Normandy (an impor-
tant battle that I assumed was the last 
major battle before the end...NOT!), 
the Battle of the Bulge, the Home-
front, the Leaders, and Women at 
War. We complete our exhibit with a 
tribute to a couple of local boys who 
discovered a Nazi sympathizer’s 
hideout. The sympathizers were 
spying on the Americans here in 
little old Chatham, intercepting 
radio transmissions.
 Despite the current healthcare 
challenges we all face, the Atwood 
Museum is dedicated to putting our 
best foot forward, creating an ex-
perience worthy of valued visitors. 
 In the words of Winston Churchill, 
“We shall never surrender!”
 At last, the museum plans to re-
open its doors to the public in early 
July, as part of the governor’s Phase 
3 reopening program.  Please be 
sure to check our website and Face-
book page for updates. For health 
and safety reasons, at this time we 
need to require reservations for all 
visitors, wearing masks, and social 
distancing. We will be following all 
state regulations including capacity 
control spacing throughout the mu-
seum to ensure a safe, comfortable, 
and enjoyable visit.
 Kevin Wright is the assistant 
director of the Atwood Museum.
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SPREAD THE WORD
by Kate Aikman

ASK KATE!
Who?  What? Where? Kate knows.

Send your questions to: capecodspreadtheword@gmail.com
www.capecodchronicle.com


